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This year’s photo festival theme is about 
CONTROL. The photographers and image 
makers in the exhibitions have been 
exploring ideas about how much control we 
have over our daily lives, who else controls or 
makes decisions on our behalf, how control 
(or the lack of it) has an impact on our social, 
physical and emotional lives, and what it 
might be like to lose control of something.

Notes to parents, carers 
and teaching staff:
This pack has been designed to 
highlight just some of the artists 
featured across the festival, and to 
provide fun and engaging activities 
suitable for school or family visits in 
person or online.

Welcome to
FORMAT21
International 
Photography Festival

Visitor 
Information
This year things are a little bit different 
here at FORMAT International 
Photography Festival – our exhibitions 
have moved online. FORMAT has 
partnered with technologists New Art 
City, who have created an interactive, 
online virtual exhibition venue.

The exhibition spaces have been built 
in a 3D multiplayer environment and 
visitors can interact with other visitors 
while exploring the exhibitions, by 
seeing how many visitors are in the 
space and using a chat function. You 
can access the exhibitions on any 
desktop or mobile device in your 
web browser, without registering, 
downloading or configuring anything.

For full details of all exhibiting 
artists please visit:

https://formatfestival.com/participants/

If you require further information with 
regard to safeguarding your online visit, 
please don’t hesitate to contact:

education@derbyquad.co.uk 

To see our online 
exhibitions please visit:

https://format.newart.city 

Arts Award
If your child or student would like to 
achieve a Discover Arts Award, then 
you can use this pack to complete it 
using the centre spread pull out on 
pages 11 – 14.
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Photography 
Exhibition

Look closely
Ask questions
Listen carefully
Look from different view points
Write about what you have 
seen and heard

Use the following topics and questions to 
help you explore the exhibitions and to 
discover what is happening in the photos...

PEOPLE, PLACES & OBJECTS

Who or what do you see?
Where do you think the photo 
was taken?
What do you think is 
happening in the photo?

What shapes and colours 
can you see in the photo?
Do you think it looks nice? If so, why?
How important is the colour, lighting 
and textures in the image?
How is the photo hung on the wall?

Does the photo tell a story? 
Does it remind you of anything?

How easy is it to tell what is 
happening in the photo? 
Does the title or description help you to 
understand what is happening in the photo?
How would you describe what is happening 
to someone else? 

How does the work make 
you feel?
What do you like or dislike 
about the photo, and why?
How would you describe 
that feeling to someone 
else?

INTERPRETATION (EXPLAINING)

NARRATIVE (THE STORY)

FORM (SHAPE)

(YOUR REACTION)

Seeing

Famous Internet Sites, 
ZOU JINYAO

different

The exhibits are bright and colourful, often filled 
with sound, and held in shopping malls and busy 
outdoor spaces. They attract visitors who are 
mostly interested in snapping themselves in the 
space and sharing the results on social media.

Zou Jinyao’s series of images explores the 
phenomenon of exhibitions and installations 
held in some of China’s major cities, designed 
especially to attract visitors in large numbers.

INTENTION (AIM) & 

RESPONSE

Spend some time looking at 
the series of photographs by 
this artist. 

Talk to the person you are 
with about what is happening 
in the photographs. What 
can you see? What do you 
think is happening?

Between you and the person you are with, 
choose one photograph by this artist and 
each write a word list that describes what 
is happening in that photo. 

Now compare your lists. What words are 
the same or similar? What different words 
did you come up with?

Who or what is in the photograph? 
What colours can you see? 
How does it make you feel? 
Don’t forget to use lots of adjectives 
(describing words). 

stories

DISCUSS

WRITE

QUESTIONS TO ASK AT A
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Curator: Luo Dawei



In May 2019, sixteen Magnum photographers 
spent two weeks on both sides of the 
US-Mexico border, documenting the human 
stories behind the dramatic news reports 
about immigration and Trump’s border wall.

Magnum Photos is a photo agency 
representing some of the world’s most 
renowned photographers, who photograph 
world events, people, places and cultures.

Magnum Photographers 
featured in the exhibition 
will include: Alessandra 
Sanguinetti, Mark Power, 
Peter Van Agtmael, Jim 
Goldberg & Cristina De 
Middel, Thomas Dworzak, 
Larry Towell, Lua Ribeira, 
Matt Black, Antoine 
D’agata, Carolyn Drake & 
Andres Gonzalez, Jerome 
Sessini, Olivia Arthur, Rafal 
Milach, Paolo Pellegrin, Yael 
Martinez

Telling stories 
with photos
Linea, MAGNUM PHOTOS

Choose one of the Magnum Photographers’ 
images that interests you. 

Write a short news report about what might 
be happening in the photo. Include as much 
detail as possible and use lots of adjectives 
(describing words).

AND BE CREATIVE

Take photos at different times 
of the day or year 
Explore the area for new or 
overlooked things
Look for interesting shapes, 
textures and colours

EXPERIMENT

If you want to add to your photo story you 
could add captions or titles to your photos.

WRITE

Imagine if a high wall was built between 
where you live and the next city, town or 
village, meaning that you couldn’t get there.

What if you couldn’t visit friends or family, or 
some of your favourite places? How would 
that feel?

DISCUSS

Choose one of the photos 
from this project.

Imagine who is or what else might be 
happening just outside the frame or 
space around the image. Now draw 
the main subject of the image but 
expand your drawing to include your 
imaginary scene. Be as creative as you 
want, it doesn’t have to depict real life!

DRAW

Telling stories 
with photos

CREATE

A photo story
Think about what story you want to tell: 
What is the theme? Where is your story 
set? Who or what is in the story? What 
objects can you include? 

Think about different ways to organise 
(curate) your photos:

Create a photo story (with or without words)
Create a photo collage
Illustrate a diary
Fill a photo album
Frame your photos
Try grouping your photos into matching 
or contrasting colours and shapes

Take photos from different angles: look up, 
look down, close up, far away, from above, 
from below

MUSEUM

PLAN

Top Image: Thomas Dworzak

Image: Peter van Agtmael



How do you cope with things that make you 
scared, stressed or anxious? Who can you talk 
to if you are scared, stressed or anxious? It 
might be a parent or carer, a trusted adult like a 
teacher, a family member or friend. It is important 
to let someone know if you are worried about 
something.

Here are some great activities demonstrated by 
students at Pear Tree Junior School to help you 
relax and de-stress:

https://bit.ly/TIDPearTree

Imagine you own a restaurant: 
design a menu of tasty, healthy food.

How would you describe the food to make your 
diners mouth water? How could you illustrate 
your menu to make it attractive to the diner? 
How could you illustrate the health benefits of 
the food?

Take a photo of your dinner 
every day for a month!

Health and
wellbeing
So Long, And Thanks 
For All The Fish, 
TIANXI WANG
Tianxi Wang’s work shows images taken 
on walks along the river in the city where 
the artist lives. The artist says that the 
project was not about documenting the 
local fishing community but instead was 
an act of calmness and relaxation that 
walking and looking brought.

Photo walk
Why not combine a breath of fresh air, a 
walk and a creative activity? A photo walk 
is a simple but great way to find things to 
photograph – it’s a walk where you take 
photos along the way! 

And you don’t have to go far to try one out – it 
could be as close as a walk around your house or 
garden, around your school or your local area. You 
can set off with no plan of what to photograph 
and just take time to notice interesting things 
along the way, or you could try our photo walk 
challenge to see how many of the following things 
or ideas you can photograph on your walk:

Reflection
Shadow
Fast
Slow
Shiny
Soft

Don’t take photos on private property 
(this can include shopping centres and 
some other places that you think are 
public spaces). If you are unsure, ask 
a parent or supervising adult to check 
for you

Don’t talk to strangers – some people 
might be interested in what you are 
doing, but if you don’t know them well 
don’t talk to them

Know what to do or who to speak to if 
you are scared or feel you are in danger

DISCUSS

DESIGN

PHOTOGRAPH

Green
Red
Close up
Far away
Large 
Small

Ways to keep safe 
on a photo walk:

Ask a parent or supervising adult if it’s 
okay to go or, better still, ask them to 
come with you

Don’t wander off on your own or without 
telling a parent or supervising adult

Watch out for traffic and other dangers 
– be aware of your surroundings, look 
where you are going and cross the road 
safely

Image: Daisy Lloyd

Image:Tianxi Wang

https://bit.ly/TIDPearTree


The word photography comes from the Greek 
words for light – phos – and drawing - graphé. 
Together these words literally mean drawing 
with light.

Early artists used Camera Obscuras to help them 
paint realistic scenes. Light passes through a hole 
in a large box-like structure and throws the scene 
outside onto the facing wall. The image would 
appear upside down, which must have been 
confusing!!

How photos
are made

Early photographers experimented with a range of 
surfaces coated in chemicals that captured images 
when exposed to light. Using the principles of how 
Camera Obscuras worked, early photographers 
created smaller cameras, but it could take hours to 
capture enough light to make an image.

Cameras became smaller and more affordable. 
Chemical processes became more reliable and 
easier to use. Eventually, celluloid film (a kind of 
plastic) was invented, and became widely used by 
photographers and film makers, until the invention 
of digital photography. Both methods are still 
widely used, but digital photography has become 
more popular over the years.

Light enters your camera through the lens and hits 
either the film or digital sensors in the back of the 
camera. 

Capture movement in different ways – 
sharp or blurred
Control what is in focus – all foreground 
and background or just your subject
Adapt to different lighting conditions – 
making the best of bright or dull conditions

You have less 
control on your 
camera phone, but 
newer phones have 
more effects that 
you should try and 
experiment with.

Take a series of photos of the same object but 
experiment with the different controls on your 
camera or your phone for each photograph.

PHOTOGRAPH

Discover
Arts Award
Arts Award Discover is open 
to anyone aged under 25, but 
particularly aimed at ages 5 - 9. 
The cost of a Discover Arts Award Certificate 
is £4.00 (correct as of date). Costs are set by 
Trinity, the organisation that runs Arts Award, 
and price rises may occur in the future. 

Use this centre section (you can pull it out) 
to complete ALL of the following in order to 
achieve your Discover Arts Award:

If you need more space, use more paper 
and make sure you include it when you 
return it to QUAD for checking. 

When you have completed all parts of the 
Arts Award, pull out these centre pages 
(11 –14) and pop it in an envelope with 
any other activities you completed in the 
pack), return it to Box Office at QUAD, 
and request to make your £4.00 payment 
for ‘Discover Arts Award’. QUAD's Arts 
Award Advisors will check over your work, 
order your certificate and organise the 
return of your work with your certificate.

Contact details for return:
Child/young person’s name:

Parent/carer Name:

Parent/carer Email address:

Parent/carer phone number:

www.artsaward.org.uk

In both types of camera, you can change 
how sharp the image is (focus), the amount 
of time the shutter is open (shutter speed) 
and size of the shutter opening (aperture) 
to control the amount of light that enters 
your camera or control the effects of your 
finished photo:

FIND OUT

The arts are all around us 
(below) and Take part 
(pages 12 – 13)

An artist and their work 
(page 14)

Your art discoveries 
(page 14)

DISCOVER

SHARE

PULL OUT
SECTION!

For more information about Arts Award 
and other qualifications they offer:

http://www.artsaward.org.uk


Take 5 minutes to look around you and make 
a list of all the things you can see that have 
been made or designed by a creative person.

The activity/activities I took part in:

I enjoyed it/them because:

The arts are
all around us

DISCOVER

Choose at least one of the creative 
activities in this pack to create your 
own artwork.

Use this page to show us what you did with a 
few words, a drawing or photo of you taking 
part or the photos/artwork that you made. If 
you use any of the activity templates in the 
main pack, you can cut it out and include it 
with this section when you return it to QUAD.
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Take part

Here are some of the photos I 
took and artwork that I made:



Choose one of the artists featured in 
this pack. Visit their work at the venue 
or online space.

Use the ‘Questions to ask at an exhibition’ 
resource on page 4, and any questions or 
activities on your chosen artist’s page and 
then use the use the questions below to 
show us what you found out about the artist:

Artists’ name:

Stick some photos you took or draw your own 
version of the photos you saw in the exhibition:

What do the photos show/what is happening 
in the photos?

How did the photos make you feel?

Your art 

What have you learnt?

What have you enjoyed?

Tell us who you have shared this with 
and how? 

Show us a photo of you doing this.

Take a look at some of the older cameras 
– they are big, heavy and use glass plates 
instead of film or digital processes.

How easy do you think it was for the 
photographer to use them, and what 
challenges do you think they faced?

Design a camera of the future that 
could capture or record something 
that isn’t an image or sound!

Think about what it could collect 
or record, and how you would 
share it an exhibition.

Choose your favourite camera and 
the photograph that was taken by it.

Write a short report about what the 
camera looks like and what you like 
about the photograph.

DRAW

DISCUSS
WRITE

FIND OUT SHARE

An artist & 
their work discoveries

Image: Tony Kemplin

Tony Kemplin has been collecting cameras 
for over 50 years and, in 2010, he decided 
to start using them.

This exhibition showcases just some of the 
cameras he owns and the photographs he has 
taken with them. The cameras range in age from 
10 to 100 years old. You might not recognise 
some of the older cameras, but your parents, 
grandparents or teachers might.

How photos
are made
52 Cameras in 52 Weeks 
TONY KEMPLIN



2020 has been a strange and difficult year for 
many people around the world. Many artists 
have been making work in response to the 
Coronavirus pandemic – how it has affected 
us socially, physically and emotionally.

Over the next two pages we feature just some of 
the many the artists whose work focuses on the 
global crisis.

2020’s Life
stories

Choose one of the 
photos and write a 
short story about what 
you think the people 
in the photograph 
would want to tell if 
they could speak to 
the viewer.

Measure and Middle - a journey 
through Germany during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
INGMAR BJÖRN NOLTING

Ingmar Björn Nolting travelled 9000km 
around Germany, while the country was in 
their version of Coronavirus lockdown.

His photos show the ‘frontlines and backyards’ 
of Germany’s response to the pandemic crisis, 
and asks how well Germany has supported its 
most vulnerable citizens and how it has coped 
compared to other countries.

Choose one of the people in this series 
of photographs and write a letter telling 
them what you did during the Coronavirus 
lockdowns.

Tell them what kept you busy 
and who helped you to cope.

FORMAT also launched a 
huge public project called 
#massIsolationFORMAT 
that encouraged artists 
and the public to submit 
photographs during and in 
response to ‘lockdown’.

There are lots of photographs 
by lots of different people, so 
don’t worry that you probably 
won’t get to see them all!

What has been your experience during 
the Coronavirus?

How much time have you spent learning 
from home? How easy was that?

Create a group portrait of people 
who have helped you during this 
year – it could be family, friends or 
teachers, or a mixture.

Choose one photo from this series 
that stands out to you – it might be 
because it’s funny or sad, colourful or 
is similar to how the Coronavirus has 
affected you.

Describe why you chose this photo, 
what is happening in the photo and 
how it makes you feel.

WRITE

WRITE

DISCUSS

DRAW

WRITE
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Illustrate your letter with 
drawings some of the things 
you have done to keep busy 
over the last year. 

DRAW

Images: Ingmar Björn Nolting
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Image: Betty Lawless/Lizzie Coombes



Images: Siva Sai Jeevanantham

Hung Ching Yan

Siva Sai Jeevanantham’s work explores how 
the expectations of adults of children in India 
are geared towards success, with little time 
for childhood and playtime.

The artist worked with children by sharing control 
of the photo making process with them, and 
to allow them to explore their curiosity, their 
creativity and their playfulness.

Childhood
Upside Down, 
SIVA SAI JEEVANANTHAM

Hung Ching Yan’s work also explores how 
adults’ ideas can be imposed on children, 
how it feels to step outside of traditional and 
cultural ideas, and how we can learn from and 
be influenced by other cultures.

The Voice of a Young Nutter, 
HUNG CHING YAN

Spend some time 
looking at these 
photos. What can 
you tell about the 
young people’s lives?

School is a place where you have some chances 
to make decisions (like on your school council) 
but you probably have little control about how 
the school building or your classroom is designed 
and how it works for you and the other students.

Draw a design for a classroom or school of the 
future – be imaginative as possible and take 
time to think about all the things that would 
make school exciting, fun and a great learning 
environment for students and teachers.

Who makes decisions for young people? What 
decisions are young people allowed to make? 
What decisions would you like more control over?

Telling your
own story
Mix your own photos, drawings and 
writing to make your own self portrait. 
Use the template on this page to help 
you, or you can make your own.

Where you live
Things you own or that 
are special to you 
Your pets 
Taking photos of yourself 
without showing your face: in 
reflections (puddles, mirrors, 
shiny surfaces), your hands

My dreams and aspirations:

My ideal job

I hope that I can help the world by:

I hope that I can lead or inspire other people by:

Take a series of photos to add 
to your self-portrait that tell 
the viewer a bit more about 
you. You don’t have to take a 
photo of yourself - you could 
also try taking photos of:

It would be fun to save this page and re-read it 
when you finish school or start your first job!

DISCUSS

DISCUSS

DRAW

Name & Age:

My family, friends and pets:

My hometown:

My favourite things 
to do/hobbies:

Music, films or books I like:

NOW TELL YOUR FUTURE SELF

AMBITIONS FOR THE FUTURE 

ABOUT YOUR HOPES AND



Dávid Biró’s work explores how facial 
recognition and the use of personal 
information is being increasingly used in 
technological ways.

David has created faces to see how well the 
human eye is able to recognise what elements 
make up a face, as well as testing how facial 
recognition technology copes with this process. 
The work also prompts the viewer to question 
who is using this information, how they are 
using it and why.

Identity
Do You Accept Cookies?
DÁVID BIRÓ

Find some old magazines or newspapers to 
cut up (check with an adult first that they’ve 
finished reading it!) to create a collaged self 
portrait of your face – it could be realistic or 
completely fantastical. 

Show it to a friend or relative to see how 
recognisable the finished portrait is.

Magazines or newspaper 
pictures and words

Fabric, coloured paper, shiny paper, googly eyes 
any other art, craft or recycled materials

You could also stick on:

Make a collage
self portrait

How many times do you notice 
CCTV in the public places you visit 
where you live?

Why do you think there are many 
CCTV cameras in town centres 
and other public places? Who do 
you think watches us when we are 
minding our own business in public 
places? Is it a good or a bad thing, 
and why?

DISCUSS

Scissors
Glue

YOU WILL NEED:

Images: Dávid Biró



DRAW

River Claure’s series of photos explores 
how photography has developed and been 
used since the industrial revolution to 
depict people and cultures who had little 
or no control over the colonisation and 
industrialisation of their country. 

The photographer focuses on Bolivian and Andean 
people to challenge how they have been mostly 
shown as ‘exotic’ or ‘other’ in the past, and how 
this has affected the viewer’s understanding of 
their lives and culture.

Identity
Warawar Wawa
RIVER CLAURE

Think about some of the inspirational 
people or organisations who are have 
campaigned passionately for change 
over the last few years, for example, 
David Attenborough, Greta Thunberg, 
the Black Lives Matter movement.

How have they inspired you or 
other people? How have they made 
their voices heard? What skills and 
attributes do you think it takes to be 
a good leader?

DISCUSS

Design a campaign poster 
about one of the following: 

Saving an endangered 
species
Waste and recycling
An important issue 
at school
An issue that is 
important to you

DESIGN

Discrimination can affect many different types 
of people, based on their age, gender, sexuality, 
race, faith or disability, or those whose situation 
is affected by things like poverty or conflict.

Why is it important to make sure that everyone 
in society has a voice and can take part?

Why do you think it is important that children 
and young people have the chance to talk 
about their opinions and make decisions about 
things that are important to them?

What are the different ways you can welcome 
and include people from other countries or 
cultures who come to live and work in your 
community?

WRITE

WRITE

A review is a piece of writing that 
shows what you think about art, 
performance, literature and film. 

Use this page to write a review about the 
exhibition you have seen or visited. If you 
are stuck, use the ‘Questions to ask at a 
photography exhibition’ resource on page 
4 to help you think about the artwork.

An exhibition
review

Where did you see the exhibition?
What did the art look like (you might want to 
choose two or three photographs that you 
really liked to write about – don’t forget to tell 
the reader the artists’ names)?
How did the artwork make you feel?
Draw a picture (or stick a photo) of yourself 
at the exhibition or your favourite artwork
Give the exhibition a score out of 10
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Cut out the props below, tape them 
onto sticks and take some photos!

Make

formatfestival.com

http://formatfestival.com

